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Students at Arlington Heights’ Hersey High School, 
which had one of the state’s top average SAT scores. 


Illinois finds 
wide gap in 
scores on SAT 


Many high schools across state seen as 
below average in Ist year of free testing 


By DIANE RADO AND 
JENNIFER RICHARDS 
Chicago Tribune 


About two-thirds of Illi- 
nois public high schools 
posted below-average to 
rock-bottom scores on the 
SAT college entrance 
exam, given for free for the 
first time to 11th-graders 
last spring at school, re- 
vealing that thousands of 
students are still strug- 
gling even as the state 
pushes kids to achieve at 
higher levels. 

Average scores ranged 
from the low 740s to the 
high 1300s, reflecting wide 
disparities in performance 
at more than 700 high 
schools statewide, accord- 
ing to data released Tues- 
day as part of the state’s 
annual picture of public 
schools, called the Illinois 
Report Card. 

Black and Hispanic 
teens fared worse on the 
exam compared with 


white and Asian peers, the 
data show. Some students 
attend classes in high- 
poverty neighborhoods, 
while others are educated 
in wealthy suburban en- 
claves and blue-collar and 
downstate rural areas. 

Payton College Prepar- 
atory High School, a selec- 
tive enrollment Chicago 
Public School, posted the 
highest SAT average in the 
state — a 1375. But in 
pockets of CPS, about two 
dozen schools posted the 
worst averages statewide, 
all under an 800 for math 
and for reading and writ- 
ing combined. 

The Illinois State Board 
of Education’s report card 
is aconglomeration of data 
ranging from state exam 
scores for high school and 
grade school students, to 
school finance, teacher at- 
tendance and evaluations, 
and enrollment and socio- 
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Injured Bears player 
could have lost leg 


Tight end Miller 
suffered torn 
artery in knee 


By COLLEEN KANE 
Chicago Tribune 


The angle at which 
Zach Miller’s left leg bent 
was so horrifically wrong 
that there was little doubt 
the Bears tight end was 
seriously injured Sunday 
afternoon at the Super- 
dome in New Orleans. 

It was so serious, in fact, 
that Miller needed urgent 
vascular surgery, a pro- 
cedure that went beyond 
trying to save his football 
career to trying to save his 
ability to walk. 

When Miller landed 
awkwardly while trying to 
make a touchdown catch 
in the Bears’ loss to the 
Saints, he dislocated his 
left knee and tore the 
popliteal artery behind 
the knee. That is the artery 
that primarily provides 
blood flow to the lower 
part of the leg, and the 
disruption of blood flow 
puts amputation into the 
conversation unless ad- 
dressed properly, accord- 
ing to three surgeons who 
deal with such injuries. 

The medical staffs of 
the Bears and the Uni- 
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CHRIS SWEDA/ 
CHICAGO TRIBUNE 
Bears tight end Zach 
Miller is taken off the field 
Sunday in New Orleans. 


versity Medical Center 
New Orleans did that. 
Miller quickly went from 
the stadium to the hospi- 
tal, where surgeons stabi- 
lized the injury by using a 
vein from his right leg to 
repair the artery, Bears 
coach John Fox said. 
Miller remains at the 
New Orleans hospital 
with family and Bears 
personnel for further eval- 
uation. The Bears did not 
say how closely Miller 
came to losing his leg, and 
an official at UMCNO 
declined to comment. Fox 
said the doctors “feel good 
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Former Trump campaign chief Paul Manafort leaves court Monday after pleading not guilty to all charges. 


3 former Trump 
aides indicted 


Adviser who 
pleaded guilty 
has Chicago 
connections 


By PATRICK M. 
O’CONNELL, 
KATHERINE SKIBA 
AND JASON MEISNER 
Chicago Tribune 


The 30-year-old Chi- 
cago man who entered the 
first guilty plea in special 
counsel Robert Mueller’s 
probe of the Russian gov- 
ernment’s efforts to inter- 
fere with the 2016 election 
is just a “small part” of a 
much larger investigation, 
court papers unveiled 
Monday show. 

George Papadopoulos, a 
2009 DePaul University 
graduate, pleaded guilty 
Oct. 5 to lying to the FBI 
and signaled he is cooper- 
ating with investigators as 
they attempt to unravel 
the Trump campaign’s 
dealings with Russia. He 
has acknowledged that he 
misled investigators about 
his dealings with the for- 
eign power, including 
interactions with an un- 
named overseas professor 
whom he believed to be 
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George Papadopoulos, 30, 
is being allowed to live in 
his Chicago home. 


connected to the Russian 
government and who told 
him the Russians had 
“dirt” on then-candidate 
Hillary Clinton via “thou- 
sands of emails.” 

“There’s a large-scale, 
ongoing investigation of 
which this case is a small 
part,’ said Aaron Zelinsky 
of the special counsel’s 
office at Papadopoulos’ 
plea hearing. 

Papadopoulos, who 
grew up in suburban Lin- 
colnwood and attended 
Niles West High School, 
did postgraduate work in 
London after earning a 
political science degree 
from DePaul University, 
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2 plead not guilty while 
1 to cooperate in probe 


By JOSEPH TANFANI 
Washington Bureau 


WASHINGTON — The 
special counsel investigat- 
ing Russia’s role in the 
2016 presidential race an- 
nounced criminal charges 
Monday against three for- 
mer campaign aides to 
Donald Trump, including 
his former campaign 
chief, marking a new 
phase in the FBI probe of 
the president’s 
inner circle. 

One of the 
three repeatedly 
sought to ar- 
range a meeting 
between then- 
candidate 
Trump and sen- 
ior Russian offi- 
cials in London 
or Moscow, ac- 
cording to court docu- 
ments. 

The meeting did not 
take place, but court docu- 
ments describe an exten- 
sive effort by Russian offi- 
cials to gain access to the 
campaign. 

Court papers disclosed 
that George Papadopou- 


Gates 


los, a former foreign policy 
adviser to the Trump cam- 
paign, is cooperating with 
prosecutors led by special 
counsel Robert Mueller, 
who is pursuing allega- 
tions of possible co- 
operation between the 
Trump campaign and 
Russian officials seeking 
to influence the U.S. elec- 
tion. 

Paul Manafort, who 
was Trump’s campaign 
chief, and Rich- 
ard Gates III, 
who was Mana- 
fort’s top deputy 
and helped run 
Trump’s inaugu- 
ration, were 
separately ac- 
cused of a total of 
12 counts of 
fraud, conspira- 
cy and money 
laundering in a financial 
scheme that ran from 
2006 to 2017. 

In a court hearing Mon- 
day afternoon, Manafort 
and Gates both pleaded 
not guilty to the charges. 
Manafort was released on 
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LOST YE VOICE? DOTH 
YE A TOOTHACHE? 


Six months ago, Newberry Library in Chicago crowd- 
sourced the translation to the ancient “Book of Mag- 
ical Charms,” welcoming wizards and novices alike to 
help transcribe and translate the unusual book, a tome 
of spells and potions dating back to the 1600s. A+E 


Michael Phillips: What’s the most horrifying movie 
music? A sampling for a scarifying Halloween. A+E 


Chicago Weather Center: Complete 
forecast on back page of A+E section 
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Alcohol giant 
ventures into 
marijuana 
Constellation Brands 
buys stake in firm plan- 
ning a cannabis beverage, 
a precedent-setting move 
for an industry that has 


mostly stayed out of the 
legal pot boom. Business 
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